Reaching  new  heights 


First  Person: 
Church  blessed 
by  Lottie  Moon 
offering  results 

By  Doug  Broome 
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(Note:  Broome  is  chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board.  Following  is 
a  narrative  in  which  Broome 
shares  the  church's  storu  of 
how  it  met  and  exceeded  their 
2013  offering  goal  The  story 
has  been  edited.) 

During  th  j  initial  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board  in  December 

the  Lottie  Moon  Offering  for 
International  Missions.  In 
his  remarks,  he  made  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  efforts  devoted  to 
reaching  a  goal  of  $100,000 
while  serving  as  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  Church,  Madi¬ 
son.  As  he  spoke,  I  sensed 


— - - - rZTT  -  J  W  1  *  • 

LOTTIE’S  TRUNK  -  Doug  Broome,  pastor.  First  Church,  Natchez,  is  shown  with  "Lottie's 
Trunk,"  an  old  steamer  trunk  similar  to  what  Lottie  Moon  migt  t  have  used  to  transport  her  be¬ 
longings  to  China.  Money  given  toward  the  Lottie  Moon  Chrittmas  Offering  for  International 
Missions  is  placed  in  this  trunk  during  the  offering  emphasis.  A  church  member  shared  her 
trunk  for  this  purpose.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 
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role  as  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Natchez.  Wh  Je  First  Church, 
Natchez  has  always  empha¬ 


sized  missions,  I  sensed  that 
we  could  reach  new  heights 
in  giving  if  I  challenged  our 
members  to  do  more  than 
they  ever  had  before. 


Upon  returning  to  Nat¬ 
chez,  I  met  with  a  man  who 
graciously  agreed  to  provide 
matching  funds  for  every 
dollar  that  was  given  through 


our  church  for  the  20i£  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering. 
After  receiving  assurance 
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HRC  loses 
Arkansas 
vote,  vows 
to  fight  on 

FAYETTEVILLE,  Ar.  (BP  end 
local  reports)  -  The  agenda 
of  a  sister  group  to  the  one 
spending  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  to  convince 
Mississippians  that  LGBT 
(Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual,  and 
Transgender)  people  are  “All 
God's  Children"  was  dealt  a 
serious  blow  when  voter*  in  a 
northwest  Arkansas  dtv  over¬ 
turned  a  pro- LGBT  ordinance 
that -many  claimed  posed  a 
threat  to  religious  liberty. 

Residents  of  Fayetteville 
in  a  special  election  Dec.  9 
approved  repeal  of  the  mea¬ 
sure  by  fewer  than  500  votes, 
with  52%  of  ballots  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  repeal.  The  result  re¬ 
scinded  a  law  passed  by  the 
dty  council  in  a  6-2  vote  In 


ordinance  collected  enough 

signatures  within  a  month  to 

place  its  repeal  on  a  special 
election  ballot 

According  to  the  North¬ 
west  Arkansas  Times,  the 
Human  Rights  Campaign 
(HRO,  the  country's  largest 
political  organization  that 
promotes  LGBT  rights,  pro¬ 
vided  Keep  Fayetteville  Fair, 
a  committee  opposing  repeal. 

•M  HRC  on  p.  • 


^Atheist  billboards  refused  by  Jackson  companies  I  *  ^ 


KAStfVIXE  IBP)  —  Hobday  bill¬ 
boards  sponsored  by  an  atheist 


a  toy  tale  are  indirect  evidence  of 
the  “continuing  cultural  strength 
<*  Christianity  m  the  view  <rfa 
Southern  Baptist  spologisL 

Aiheists  wd  that  they  need  to 
do  this  sort  of  thing  to  miiik  them¬ 
selves  out  as  brave  and  distinct,” 
Mark  Coppenger,  professor  of 
Christian  apologetics  at  Southern 
Seminary  in  LouisriBe,  Ky.,  told 
Baptist  Press.  Tf  Christmas  had 
just  been  watered  down  to  noth¬ 
ing,  tf  there  was  no  longer  some¬ 
thing  IV  a  theistk  consensus  in 
America,  then  I  think  thev  would 
find  these  billboards  potanwa." 

Beginning  Dec  1,  die  New 
Jersey-based  American  Atheists 
sponsored  billboards  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  Nashville,  Milwaukee,  St 
Louis,  and  Fort  Smith,  Aik.,  fea- 


DiarSak 

Al  I  w«rf  for  Chrwlosas  a  fo 

|H  stop  church]  * 

I'm  too  ©M  for  fairy  Ides. 
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hiring  a  picture  of  a  young  girl 
with  the  caption,  “Dear  Santa, 
AO  I  want  tor  Christinas  is  to 
skip  church!  Tm  too  old  for  toy 
tales."  The  bottom  of  the  bill¬ 
board  has  information  about  the 
American  Atheists’  national  con¬ 
vention  in  April. 

TTie  Milwaukee  bdfooaixl  is  co¬ 
sponsored  by  die  Southwest  Wie- 


consin  Freethinkers,  according  to 
a  press  release  from  the  American 
Atheists.  The  atheist  group  said 
it  was  unable  to  secure  a  similar 
billboard  in  Jackson,  Ms.,  because 
billboard  companies  rejected  the 
content  of  the  sign. 

The  tailboards  are  located  in 
residential  areas  near  schools 
and  churches  in  order  to  target 


“in-the-doset  atheists  who  are 
prvssured  to  observ y refcpous  tra¬ 
ditions  during  the  hofimwa,"  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  American  Atheists 


How  10  Become 
•  ChriatiaA 


"Even  children  know  churches 
spew  absurdity,  which  is  why  they 
don’t  want  to  attrid  services, 

»»•  BILLBOARDS  on  p  7» 


Ju*  for  (he  Record 
Classifieds 


We’re  strange? 


Christmas  has  morphed  into 
many  things  in  the  past 
2,000  years.  From  what 
started  as  the  birth  of  an  eternal 
Savior  in  a  simple  barn  sur¬ 
rounded  by  some  of  God’s  lower 
creations,  we  have  arrived  at  the 


That  is,  the  stripping  away 
of  all  things  Christian.  Islam 
will  still  be  welcomed  andM 


the  original  message. 
It’s  alwayt  ‘ 


lys  been  a  remarkable 
sight  to  see  adults,  otherwise 
well-socialized,  ioetling  and 
threatening  each  other  outside 
a  store  at  3  a.m.  on  Black  Friday 
while  waiting  to  buy  fancy  un¬ 
derwear  on  sale.  With  people  on 
the  other  side  of  the  world  being 
beheaded  by  the  thousands  and 
whole  countries  struggling  to 
contain  the  greatest  infectious 
threat  to  the  human  race  since 
The  Plague,  it  would  appear  our 
priorities  are  somewhat  mis¬ 
placed  —  to  put  it  politely. 

The  proverbial  camel,  which 
has  haa  his  nose  in  the  tent 
for  some  time,  is  now  all  the 
way  inside.  Many  retail  gi¬ 
ants  announced  this  year  they 
would  open  for  business  late 
on  Thanksgiving  Day.  Not  to  be 
outdone,  other  retailers  doubled 
down  by  opening  before  dawn 
on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

Thanksgiving  Day,  like  Sun¬ 
days  in  this  country,  has  be¬ 
come  iust  another  24  hours  on 
an  endless  shopping  calendar. 
Look  for  Christmas  Day  to  soon 
suffer  the  same  fate.  When  that 
happens,  the  stripping  away  of 
all  tilings  spiritual  in  America 
will  be  virtually  complete. 


Parenthood  will  still 
be  able  to  teach  young  children 
bow  to  overcome  their  natural 
modesty,  and  what  to  do  when 
that  results  in  an  unplanned 
pregnancy.  Grown  men  will  be 
sti’fallowed  to  use  women’s 
bathrooms  and  locket  roc*ns 
because  he  (she?)  is  reaiiy  a 
woman  on  the  inside. 

Funny  how  the  Christian- 
haters  believe  we’re  the  strange 
ones,  huh?  We’re  the  ones  who 
keep  people  from  being  truly 
free.  Our  beliefs  and  traditions 
are  a  threat  to  the  civilized 
world.  We  are  denied  a  National 


The  White  House  for  Ifter.  Our 
gatherings  are  dangerous,  while 
anarchists  are  allowed  to  roam 
the  streets  creating  bedlam. 

At  this  Christmas  2014,  the 
world  is  truly  upside  down 
(Romans  i:2<V22).  America  is 
truly  upside  down.  What  can  we 
do?  Pray,  give,  and  go.  Our  most 
powerful  tool  as  Christians  is  to 
pray.  Secondly,  for  the  billions 
of  people  who  need  to  hear  the 
Gospel,  we  must  give  so  the 
people  God  has  called  can  go 
tell  them.  Finally,  we  me st  go 
ourselves. 

With  that  formula,  we  can 
help  win  Mississippi  and  the 
world  to  Jesus.  Let's  pledge 
to  ipake  2015  the  year  that 
happens. 


No  issue  on  Dec.  25 


Due  to  postal  regulations  that  limit  The  Baptist  Record  to  fifty  isr 
sues  par  year,  the  newspaper  does  not  publish  the  weeks  of  lode* 
pendence  Day  and  Christmas  Day.  Thera  will  therefore  be  no  issue 
of  Dec.  25.  The  next  issue  of  the  Record  wilt  be  dated  Jan.  1,  and 
delivery  of  that  issue  will  be  delayed  because  of  the  New  Year  s  Day 
holiday  The  newspaper  will  resume  regularly-scheduled  delivery  with 
the  issue  of  January  8. 

The  staff  of  The  Baptist  Record  thanks  you  for  your  support  of  this 
ministry  of  information,  and  wishes  for  you  and  your  family  a  very 
meaningful  observance  of  the  birth  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  end  a 
Happy  New  Year. 


Billions  need  to  hear  Gospel 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (W)  -  Imagwvxr 
6,oob people  groups  spanning  bflbons  of 
individual  people  who  have  yet  to  even  hear 
that  God  loves  them.  Some  of  them  have 
new  even  heard  the  name  of  Jesus. 

Meanwhile,  Jesus  has  given  us,  as  His 

followers,  a  dear  command:  “Go,  there-  m 

,  1 _ 1 _ 1 ! _ •  1 _  _/  _I1 


_ j  them  in  the  name  of  the  Fa 

anS  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
tgftrhing  them  to  observe  everything  I 
have  commanded  you.  And  remember,  I  ^ 
am  with  you  always,  to  die  end  of  the  age 

(Matthew  28:19-20,  HCSB). 

We  call  this  command  the  Great  Com¬ 
mission  and  the  Gospel  the  “good  news” 
of  what  God  has  done  in  Christ  We  owe 
this  Gospel  to  the  worid.  As  Paul  said  in 
Romans  1:14,  we  are  “obiirated"  to  tell  the 
nations  this  good  news.  Beoevere  this  side 
of  heaven  owe  the  Goroel  to  lost  men  and 
women  this  side  of  hell. 

Dowereaflybeheve  Jesus  was  serious  in 
His  commission  to  us?  Do  our  actions,  our 
decisions,  our  use  of  resources,  and  our  lives 

show  that  we  are  serious  about  getting  the 


Guest  opinion 

with  David  Ratt 


More  than  we  wart  orr  own  fives,  we 
want  the  glory  of  Christ  emu:*  all  nations. 
We’re  captivated  ?jy  a  vision  of  1  fim  high  and 
- He  is  due  from 


_he  Gospel  is  only  good  news  if  it  gets 
there  in  time,"  Christian  theologian  Carl 


Henry  said. 

In  order  to  get  the  Gospel  to  people 
all  over  the  planet  an  time,  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  (TMB)  is  focused 
on  exalting  Christ,  mobilizing  Christians, 
serving  the  church,  and  completing  the 
Grafts 


Mobilizing  Christians 

In  order  to  exalt  Christ,  we  must  sse  our 
lives  as  uniquely  designed  and  uhimaidy 
Mewed  for  this  purpose.  The  reason  wiry  we 
have  breath,  and  the  reason  why  we  have 
the  Gospel,  is  to  make  His  grace  and  His 
glory  known  to  the  ends  ofthe  earth.  That 
means  that  global  mission  is  not  a  com¬ 
partmentalized  program  in  the  church  for 
a  select  few  who  are  called  to  that  Instead, 
global  mission  is  the  purpose  for  which 
each  one  of  us  was  created 

Throughout  the  history  of  IMB,  20,000 
missionaries  have  been  sent  out  and  we 
praise  God  for  that,  but  we  need  20,000 
right  now  and  our  task  is  too  great  not  to 
be  thinkinzlike  that  Such  dunking  is  not 


Exalting  Christ 

More  than  anything  else,  we  want  to  exalt 
Jesus  Christ  in  everything  we  say,  think, 
and  do.  Jesus  must  be  at  the  center  of  any 
y.  After  aH  die  beauty  of  the 

be  the  One  who  will  accomplish  this  mission 
through  us.  ’’Remember,”  He  said,  *1  am 
with  you  always,  to  the  end  of  the  age”  (Mat¬ 
thew  28:20,  HCSB). 

We  exalt  Christ  when  we  trust  His  Word 
God’s  Word  is  die  authority  for  what  we 
believe  and  how  we  operate.  Our  aim  in  mis¬ 
sions  is  not  to  come  up  with  plans  and  ask  ■ 

O-Ji-U _ _ L.Ai _ U _  _ 


idealistic,  ft’s  imperative. 

IMB  desires  to  help  followers  of  Christ 
with  different  skills  and  gifts,  in  different 
locations,  with  different  job6,  all  realizing 
that  vv  have  a  rote  to  play  in  the  global  mis¬ 
sion  or  God 

- 


Sarvina  tha  church 

BibbcaOy,  the  local  church  lithe 
that  God  is  going  to  use  to 


Great  Commission, 
the  IMB  is  to  come 


ri 


the 
our  rote  at 
churches 


to  equip,  encourage,  and  empower  local 
churches  to  complete  this  global  task.  We 


He  has  already  promised  to  Mess.  Thati 
te  to  make  disaptes  and  multiply  churches 
in  aD  nations,  and  we  exah  Christ  when  we 
obey  His  plan. 


will  lead  their 


for  the  sake  of  global 
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December  18,2014  The  Baptist  Record 


NEW  NET  -  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Executive  Committee  staff  leaders  were  in  at¬ 
tendance  with  mission  and  vision  team  members  of  the  Hispanic  Leadership  Network  at  the 
announcement  of  the  network  on  Dec.  2  in  Nashville.  Present  were  (back  row,  left  to  right)  Bob 
Sena,  Daniel  Sanchez,  Ana  Melendez,  Guillermo  Soriano,  Luis  Lopez,  (front  row,  left  to  right) 
Ken  Weathersby,  Frank  Page,  Rolando  Castro,  Fernando  Amaro,  and  Victor  Rios.  (BP  photo) 

SBC  to  initiate  network 
to  expand  Hispanic  voice 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Hispanics 
are  strengthening  their  unity 
and  cooperation  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  by  forming  a  leadership 
network  set  to  munch  at  the 
2015  SBC  annual  meeting  in 
Columbus,  Oh. 

SBC  Hispanic  relations  con¬ 
sultant  Bob  Sena  announced 
the  network  in  cooperation  with 
Luis  Lopez,  director  of  LifeWay 
Espanof  church  resouixes,  at  a 
December  2  dinner  meeting  in 
Nashville  attended  by  65  lead¬ 
ers  including  SBC  Executive 
Committee  CEO  Frank  S.  Page 
and  Hispanics  from  23  Baptist 
state  conventions. 

Unity  and  communication 
among  Hispanic  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  essential  to  fulfilling  the 
Great  Commission,  Sena  said. 
“Without  God’s  intervention, 
and  all  of  us,  every  one  of  us, 
working  together,  we  will  miss 
this  strategic  moment  in  history 
to  impact  the  Hispanic  world 
that  is  in  such  dire  need  of  the 
Gospel  and  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“Let  us  unite  around  the  Great 
Commission.  Let  us  unite  around 
prayer  and  remember,  together 
we  do  more  than  by  ourselves." 

Sena  appointed  a  five-member 
“mission  and  vision"  team  to  or¬ 
ganize  the  network  for  unveiling 
at  Avance  Hispano,  die  Hispanic 


gaurcmig  uu. 

mg  next  year's  June  16-17  annual 
meeting  in  Columbus. 

Thfi  committee  will  work 
and  finalize  what  it's  going  to 
do,  how  we’re  going  to  devel¬ 
op  a  strategy,  and  then  at  the 
AVANCE  meeting  at  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  they  will 
be  announcing  the  steps  that 
they  have  taken,"  Sena  said. 


“They'll  present  us  with  in¬ 
formation  so  that  then  we  can 
right  there  officially,  even  more 
officially  than  today,  launch 
the  network  that  will  help  us 
to  connect  and  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  Hispanics  around  the 
country  —  and  how  interest¬ 
ing  would  it  be  if  this  became  a 
worldwide  connection?" 

Guflkrmo  Soriano,  consul¬ 
tant  for  Hispanic  evangelism  and 
disdpleship  with  Norm  Carolina 
Baptists,  will  serve  as  miarion 
ana  vision  team  facilitator.  Join¬ 
ing  Soriano  are  team  members: 

■  Fernando  Amaro,  Hispanic 
ministries  facilitator  of  die  Ari¬ 
zona  Baptist  Convention. 

■  Rolando  Castro,  mission¬ 
ary  for  church  planting/evan¬ 
gelism,  language  churches,  and 
Hispanic  church  development. 
Baptist  Convention  of  Mary¬ 
land/Delaware. 

■  Ana  Melendez,  a  member 
of  Cristo  Es  Rey  Baptist  Church, 
Bolingbrook,  DL,  affiliated  with  the 
Illinois  9tate  Baptist  Association. 

■  Victor  Rios,  president  of 
the  Association  of  Hispanic 
Baptist  Churches  of  New  York/ 
New  Jersey. 

Page,  who  pledged  to  appoint 
an  Hispanic  Advisory  Council 
within  one  day  of  his  employ¬ 
ment  as  Executive  Committee 
president  in  2010,  encouraged 
H  Lspanics  to  become  increasingly 
involved  in  SBC  life. 

“I’m  excited  about  the  days 
ahead,  because  I  believe  the  work 
of  Hispanic  and  Latino  churches 
in  our  convention  is  going  to  take 
a  whole  new  level  of  importance 
and  involvement,  and  that’s  one 
of  ray  big  concerns  that  Hispanic 
churches  not  be  seen  as  a  fringe 
element  l  urge  you  to  step  up  to 


the  plate  to  get  involved,  to  be 
involved,  anal  encourage  you  in 
that  and  I  thank  God  that  we  are 
partners  together  i^Jthe  work  of 

The  Hispanic  and  Latino  pop¬ 
ulation  is  the  largest  of  all  ethnic 
groups  within  the  U.S.,  Page  said, 
and  is  projected  to  outnumber 
Anglos  by  the  year  2050.  Page 
encouraged  all  Southern  Baptists 
to  be  “pure  in  heart" 

"In  Uicnanir  mltiirp  IMP 


pure 

in  Matt  5:8. 

“When  Hispanics  and  Ang¬ 
los  and  African  Americans  see 
leaders  with  that  kind  of  heart 
there  will  be  unity.  There  will  be 
a  revival  when  they  see  a  purity  in 
heart.  He  did  not  say  blessed  are 
the  perfect  He  said  blessed  are 
thejiure  in  heart." 

Sena  affirmed  Page  as  a  man 
of  his  word,  and  also  thanked 
Ken  Weathersby,  SBC  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  vice  president 
for  convention  advancement, 
for  his  leadership. 

“I’m  so  graUful  to  both  of  my 
leaders,  to  Frank  Page  and  to  Ken 
Weathersbyf  I  can  ted  you  from 
experience  that  I  wouldn’t  be  at 
this  place  or  having  accepted  the 
responsibility  as  Hispanic  con¬ 
sultant  for  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  if  I  didn’t  believe  that 
Dr.  Frank  Page  was  a  man  of  his 
word...  I  have  not  seen  one  thing 
that  has  been  an  indicator  of  his 
not  honoring  his  word.r 


Satanists  setting  up 
‘Christmas’  display 
in  Florida  capital 


Seinfeld  and  a  "Pastafarian  Fly¬ 
ing  Spaghetti  Monster." 

Earlier  this  year,  the  Satanic 
Temple  proposed  to  erect  a  sev¬ 
en-foot  statue  of  Satan  interact¬ 
ing  with  children  at  the  Oklaho¬ 
ma  state  capitol.  At  the  request 
of  Oklahoma’s  attorney  general, 
a  moratorium  has  been  placed 
on  new  monuments  at  the  capi¬ 
tol  including  the  Satan  sftatue 
while  a  lawsuit  concerning  a  Ten 
Commandments  monument  is 
adjudicated,  a  capitol  spokes¬ 
man  told  BP. 

The  Satanic  Temple  does  not 
literally  worship  Satan  but  uses 
Satan  as  a  symbol  for  its  belief  in 
“rational  inquiry  removed  from 
super-naturalism  and  archaic 
tradition-based  superstitions,- 
the  Post  reported 

Garrison  explained  that  Sa¬ 
tanists  generally  do  not  worship 
Satan  luce  Christians  worship  of 
God.  Instead,  they  reject  God’s 
authority  and  at  times  seek  to 
harness  Satan’s  power  to  fulfill 
their  own  desires.  Garrison  ac¬ 
quired  satanic  paraphernalia  and 
attempted  to  cast  spells  before 
experiencing  salvation  at  an  Eas¬ 
ter  drama  in  1994. 

“I  disregard  this  demonstra- 
,  and  l  don't  feel  that  it  haa 


tion,  anc 

a  place 


works  two  blocks  from  the  Flor¬ 
ida  capitol,  said  of  the  upcom- 

IrfUr  -- 

poses  a  spiritual  danger  because 
it  could  make  non-Christians  fed 
secure  in  their  lost  condition  by 
“giving  acceptance  to  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  Jesus  Christ,"  Garrison 
said  “That’s  the  true  dastardly 
deed  that’s  being  done  here." 

In  the  end,  though,  believers 
must  realize  that  while  Satan  is 
powerful  he  cannot  do  anything 
without  God’s  permission.  Gar¬ 
rison  said.  "The  power  of  Satan 
is  real,  but  the  power  of  Jesus  is 
ultimate,"  he  said 
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basis.  Everybody  is  on  a  journey  that  is 
meaningful  and  guided  by  God. 

When  it  comes  to  reflections, 
none  is  probably  equal  to  the  next 
invasion  of  people  into  our  hearts 
as  we  have  been  blessed  with 
eight  grandchildren:  Madi,  Trea, 
Ridge,  Rivers,  Banks,  Coleman, 
Mary  Lamar,  and  Clav.  What  a 
blessing  we  have  enjoyed,  seeing  and 
being  with  these  bright,  gifted,  cheer 
ful  children,  who  unlike  theirpa rents 
sometimes  have  never  been  disobe¬ 
dient,  are  never  in  a  bad  mood,  are 
always  loving  and  kind  toward  us  and 
toward  each  other.  WeD,  almost  all 
the  time.  They  have  blessed  us.  They 
have  brought  buckets  of  blessings  to 
our  lives. 

The  last  part  of  a  journey,  that 
journey  that  involved  preparations  and 
reflections  and  other  contemplations, 
lessons  learned  or  acquired,  lust  a 
couple  of  things  that  i  would  contem¬ 
plate  about  this  whole  50  year  journo 


This  month  ray  wife,  Shirley,  and 
1  will  celebrate  50  years  of  mar¬ 
riage.  It’s  strange  how  a  half  of 
century  can  seem  like  yesterday,  but  it 
does.  We  were  kids  in  college.  Over 
five  decades  ago  I  asked  her  dad  for  his 
blessings  for  me  to  marry  his  daughter. 
He  said,  “Can  you  support  her?”  J 
“Yes,  sir.  I’m  pastor  of  a  church.” 


_ | _ _ _ _  _  _  said, 

“Yes,  sir.  I’m  pastor  of  a  church.”  It 
did  not  seem  all  that  important  to  add 
that  they  paid  me  $35  a  week,  but  I 
thought  we  could  make  it.  Her  father 
went  on  and  gave  me  his  blessings.  So 
in  December  of  1964,  Shirley  and  I  said, 

“I  do.”  Neither  one  of  us  fully  under¬ 
standing  what  we  were  saying  “I  do”  to 
or  what  we  were  supposed  to  do  when 
we  said  “I  do.”  We  did  know  that  we 
loved  each  other  and  that  we  shared  a 
common  heart  for  loving  the  Lord  and  a 
common  goal  of  wanting  to  serve  Him. 

With  mends  anc  family  gathered 
on  a  cold  winter  night  at  ner  home 
church,  in  the  beauty  of  Christmas 
decorations  and  with  the  wonder  and 
amazement  of  the  life  ahead  for  us, 
we  were  married.  Now,  after  all  these 
years,  I  feel  like  a  dear  old  man  who 
was  in  our  church  some  years  ago.  I 
met  him  and  his  wife  coming  down  the 
hall  one  Sunday.  They  were  holding 
hands,  shuffling  along.  I  stopped  them 
and  visited  with  them  a  moment  and 

then  I  said  as  they  stood  there  hand  in  I  was  preparing  sermons  and  ihakini 
hand,  “How  long  nave  y’all  been  mar-  visits  ana  trying  to  do  all  that  I  was 
ried?”  She  said  nothing.  He  kind  of  supposed  to  do  as  a  young  pastor  of 

looked  toward  her  and  rolled  his  eyes  church.  We  were  always  preparing  and 

upward  as  though  he  was  looking  for  now  after  50  years  of  preparing  for  this 
an  answer  and  then  said,  “Preacher,  journey  oflife,  we’re  still  preparing. 

I  don't  know.  I  can’t  remember  if  I  Now,  though  she  is  not  preparing  to  go  on  to  be  with  the  Loi 

was  bom  first  or  married  first.”  and  teach  every  day,  she  stays  in  prepa-  them  are  still  alive  ai 

Important  dates  in  life  kind  of  run  ration  mode  getting  ready  to  do  some- 
together.  It  has  been  wonderful.  While  thing  for  one  grandchild  or  another  or 
there  was  a  lot  that  we  did  not  know  go  to  one  of  their  activities  for  another 
and  much  that  we  still  do  not  know,  one  or  answer  a  question  or  just  delight  iu 
thing  we  have  learned  and  re-leamed  is  being  with  those  kids.  And  while  I’m 

that  marriage  is  not  just  an  event,  it  is  a  not  blessed  to  be  the  pastor  of  a  church 

journey.  And  my,  what  a  journey  it  has  at  the  present,  I  continue  to  stay  busy  _ 

been,  it  has  covered  over  18,250  days,  preparing  for  the  next  speaking  engage-  home  was 

but  in  those  days  we’ve  covered  some-  ment  or  the  next  meeting  or  making  that  the  Lc 

where  over  3  million  miles.  It  has  been  another  call  or  writing  another  letter  or  in  our  hon 

an  incredible  trip,  one  day  at  a  time.  article.  We  still  keep  preparing  because  Mysti.  The 

But  like  any  journey  this  one  falls  into  the  ioumey  continues  to  unfold.  gift  of  God. 

three  parts.  When  you  take  a  journey  it  mem  up  froi 


The  Journey  of  a  Lifetime  - 
Or  At  Least  Almost  a  Lifetime 


imply  continued  floods  and  winds.  They’ve  all  been 
area  to  teach  there  along  the  journey,  and  so  many 
to  preach  at  our  wonderful  things  to  remember,  beauti- 
ied  to  pastor  a  ful  reflections  of  life.  I  suppose  above 
all  of  the  reflections  we  hold  dear  are 
hat  the  characters  who  we’ve  had  the  privi- 

be  lege  to  know.  _ ^ _ 

In  the  churches  where  I  have  been  me.  There  are  no  do-overs  in  life,  no 

1  of  pastor,  we’ve  known  some  absolutely  repeat  days;  it  is  a  one  way  street.  You 

1  wonderful  people,  men  and  women,  and  I  have  the  privilege  of  deciding 

ig  young  people,  little  children,  precious  what  we’re  going  to  make  out  of  it,  how 

aging  saints.  All  along  the  journey  we’re  going  to  treat  others,  the  attitude 

a  we’ve  picked  them  up  in  our  hearts  we’re  going  to  have  in  life,  what  we  will 

and  have  taken  them  with  us.  In  my  attempt  to  accomplish,  or  the  things 

thoughts  right  now  I  can  see  them  and  we  fail  to  do.  Each  day  is  a  special  gift 

name  them.  Some  of  them  have  gone  from  the  Heavenly  Father.  The  otner 
*  but  so  many  of  contemplated  thing  that  comes 
vibrant,  not  only  to  my  mind  is  for  those  of  us  who 
in  our  memory  but  in  our  existence.  know  the  Lord  this  life  is  not  the 
They,  one  after  another,  bless  our  lives  only  life.  In  fact,  the  Scripture  prom- 
and  our  home  and  continue  to  do  so  ises  us  tm»t  we  can’t  even  imagine  what 

the  world  is  going  to  be  like  that  we  re 
nd  going  to  be  in.  “But  as  it  is  written.  Eye 
hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
our  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the 
s  things  which  God  hath  prepared  for 
re  them  that  love  him”  (1  Cor.  2:9). 

But  for  now,  to  that  young  lady  who 
y  a  I  invited  to  go  on  this  journey  with  me 

id  1  can  only  say  thank  you.  You  said  “I 

ne  do”  and  you  did  in  sickness,  in  health, 
it  in  poverty  or  wealth,  good  days  and 
ong.  not  so  good,  you  have  been  a  wonder 
\  ful  companion  on  the  journey.  You’ve 
ress  carried  a  load  too  big,  worked  too  hard 

le  and  too  long,  and  put  up  with  me  with 

r-  my  crazy  ways  ana  in  my  bad  days  only 
pns  to  get  up  and  join  me  on  the  journey 
aed  *  down  the  road  of  another  day.  It  has 
d  been  magnificent  and  today  I  invite 

tons  you  to  join  me  on  setting  out  on  an 
in-  adventure  of  life  as  we  begin  another 
ys  50  year  journey. 


When  you  take  a  journey  it 
involves  preparation  but  it  also 
quickly  involves  reflections.  A 

couple  of  days  or  a  couple  of  years  into 
the  journey  and  you  begin  to  reflect  on 
where  you  ve  been  and  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  and  the  people  you’ve  met.  Not 
always,  but  more  often  than  not,  the 
reflections  are  on  good  things.  Sure, 
on  the  journey  there  have  been  bumps 
in  the  road,  detours,  a  few  wrecks,  but 
much  more  than  any  of  those  things 
have  been  the  glorious  sunrises  and 
sunsets  and  the  beauty  of  landscape 
that  rises  before  you  and  looks  over 
a  hill  at  beautiful  vaHeys,  rivers  and 
streams,  wildlife  and  snows  and  rains. 


College  News 


Changes 

►  Yale  Strnt  Church,  Cleveland, 

has  called  Gabby  Hays  as  pastor. 


WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  received  an 

Environmental  Excellence  Award  and  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  energy  savings  of  $405,000  from 
Cenergistic,  WCU's  partner  in  an  ongoing 
energy  conservation  program,  on  December 
11.  WCU  has  been  involved  in  the  program 
for  30  months  and  has  appointed  Assistant 
Men’s  Basketball  Coach  Scottv  Fletcher  as 
energy  specialist  to  coordinate  the  conser¬ 
vation  efforts.  Pictured  with  the  award  and 
certificate  are  (left  to  right)  Tommy  King, 
WCU  president;  Fletcher;  and  James  Hutto, 
marketing  consultant  for  Cenergistic. 


Revivals 


►  Hathom  Church,  Columbia 

Bible  revival,  Dec.  28  -  30;  Sun.,  11 
a.m.;  Mon.  -  Tues.,  7  p.m.;  James 

Messer,  speaker;  Duke  and  Linda 
Barnes,  worship  leaders. 
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HICKORY  GROVE  CHURCH.  LAMAR  ASSOCIATION,  enjoyed  e  fall  festival  with  food, 
games,  and  activities  for  ail  ages. 


GOOD  HOPE  CHURCH,  PHILADELPHIA,  recently  licensed 
Clay  Winstead  to  preach.  Also  shown  are  deacon  chairman 
Oliver  Jolly,  and  pastor  Dudley  Winstead  (Clay's  father.) 


V 


The  children's  group  at  ARLINGTON  CHURCH.  ROGUE  CHITTO,  presented  The  light  Has 
Come  Dec.  7,  directed  by  Patricia  Russell.  Matthew  Green,  pester.  ■^wn"  1 


I 


CAIRO  CHURCH,  ECRU,  WOM  held  their  Christmas  party . 


BIS 


3v 


The  children  of  NEW  BETHEL  CHURCH,  CARROLL  COUNTY, 
presented  a  play, The  Christmas  Gift  Dec.  7,  which  was  followed 
by  a  congregational  meet  and  storytime  led  by  Melanie  Shelton. 


The  Women's  Ministry  of  FRIENDSHIP  CHURCH,  ABERDEEN,  used  their  December  meet 

ing-tomske  fruit  baskets  to  give  to  the  shut-in*  and  homebound  of  the  church. 


TYLERTOWN  CHURCH,  TYLERTOWN,  ordained  Chad 

Luter  and  Landon  Wilson  as  deacons  Dec.  7.  Shown  are  luter, 
pastor  Justin  Knight,  and  Wilson. 


UNION  HALL  CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN,  held  their  Christmas  cantata  recently 
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Review:  ‘Exodus’  more  cartoonish  than  biblical 


AN 


I  TO  RULE 


DESTINED  TO 
DEFY  ft 


BOATMM6KT 


By  Phil  Boatwright 
Correspondent 

According  to  the  Holly¬ 
wood  Reporter,  actor  Chris¬ 
tian  Bale  has 
said  of  Mo¬ 
ses,  “I  think 
the  man  was 
likely  schizo¬ 
phrenic  and 
was  one  of 
the  most 
barbaric 
individuals 
that  I  ever 
read  about  fn 
my  life.* 

This  on  the  completion  of 
his  new  film,  Exodus:  Gods 
and  Kings,  wherein  Oscar 
winner  Bale  played  the  man 
who  led  the  Jews  out  of 
bondage  and  into  the  Prom¬ 
ised  Land. 

Having  seen  the  epic  and 
special  ettects-laden  story  of 
Moses,  I  can  assure  you  that 
what  you  see  in  the  theatrical 
trailer  is  what  you  get  in  the 
film  —  one  enormous  comput¬ 
er-generated  imagery  (CGi) 
spectacle  after  another. 

Defiance,  battles,  and 
slow- motion  splattering  of 
blood  are  also  plenteous  in 
the  film  that  opened  Dec.  12. 
What  there  is  little  of  is  the 
true  nature  of  the  biblical 
story  and  the  man  Bale  calls 
schizophrenic. 

In  the  20th  Century  Fox 
production,  Moses  is  equal 


parts  Streetcar  Named  De¬ 
sire’s  Stanley  Kowalski  and 
General  Patton.  Bale  portrays 
Moses  more  as  a  military 
figure  than  humble  mes¬ 
senger  of  God,  and  God  is 
played  by  a  little  boy  in  a  silly 
artistic  choice  done  possibly 
to  take  from  the  Almighty  His 
majesty. 

This  rather  jaundic  ed  view 
of  Bible  heroes  may  be  a  trend 
in  upcoming  screen  versions 
of  biblical  stories.  There  just 
doesn’t  seem  to  be  a  shortage 
of  men  in  Hollywood  who  like 
to  borrow  from  the  Bible,  yet 
don't  believe  a  word  of  it. 

From  viewing  any  com¬ 
mercial  for  Exodus:  Gods  and 
Kings,  one  gets  the  distinct 
and  sadly  correct  impression 
that  this  screen  version  is 
mainly  about  battle  and  spec¬ 
tacle.  It’s  not  about  the  power 
of  God,  nor  one  man’s  faith  in 
his  Creator.  It’s  about  power- 
mad  men,  and  CGI. 

To  be  sure,  audiences 
looking  mainly  for  spectacle 
will  get  their  money  s  worth 
in  the  $140  million  produc¬ 
tion.  Unfortunately,  when  the 
film  gives  pause  for  narrative, 
those  in  charge  seem  bent 
more  on  questioning  faith  in 
God  than  reaffirming  it.  This 
is  a  film  determined  not  to 
emphasize  the  majesty  and 
authority  of  God,  but  merely 
to  paint  Him  as  a  petulant 


Scott  baa 


Director  Ri< 


previously  declared  his  dis¬ 
dain  for  organized  religion, 
and  while  ne  has  used  bibli¬ 
cal  themes  in  several  movies, 
often  he  seems  to  be  preach¬ 
ing  from  a  myopic  mindset 
bent  on  discrediting  biblical 
teachings. 

Too  often  there  comes  a 
point  in  an  artist’s  career 
when  he  feels  invincible  and 
unthreatened  by  the  Cre¬ 
ator.  He  shows  not  even  the 
slightest  politically  correct 
sensitivities  for  those  who 
embrace  religious  convic¬ 
tions.  It's  difficult  enough  to 
bring  spiritual  matters  to  the 
motion  ^picture  screen,  but 
much  more  difficult  when  the 
filmmakers  lack  a  spiritual 
connection. 

When  a  filmmaker  takes 
on  a  biblical  story  allowing 
such  skepticism  to  become  the 
thrust  of  his  movie,  he  does  so 
with  an  agenda.  What  audi¬ 
ences  are  left  with  is  a  vibrant 
but  shallow  screen  adaptation 
that’s  more  Marvel  magazine 
than  Old  Testament  Scripture. 

Editor’s  note:  In  addition 
to  writing  for  Baptist  Press, 
Phil  Boatwright  reviews  films 
for  www.previewonline.org 
and  is  a  regular  contributor 
to  The  World  and  Everything 
In  It,  a  weekhtjradio  program 
from  WORLD  News  Group. 
His  review  appears  courtesy 
of  Baptist  Press.  Edited  for 
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he  Mission  Kids  of  LEESBURG  CHURCH.  MORTON,  put 
ibels  on  moon  pies  for  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
nd  made  Christmas  cards  for  the  homeless  ministry. 


1  other  Church  News 


►  First  Church.  Runnelatown,  will  host  The  Primitive 
uartet  in  concert  Jan.  2,  7  p  m.  Love  offering. 


BETHLEHEM  CHURCH.  MORTON,  held  Acteens  Day  Dec.  6.  Participants  made  s  Christmas 
decoration  for  the  residents  of  Mississippi  Care  Center  in  Morton. 
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Advisors:  Take  time  to  find  reputable  chanty 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  With  many 
in  the  U.S.  expected  to  gve  more 
money  to  charities  this  Christmas 
season,  financial  experts  are  ad¬ 
vising  a  biblically  based,  focused, 
and  well-educated  approach  to 
charitable  giving. 

Christians  should  be  canefol 
to  give  their  gifts  to  charities  that 
have  proven  to  be  responsible 
stewards  of  God's  resources,  said 
William  Townes,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  vice  president  for  conven¬ 
tion  finance  in  Nashville. 

“Due  to  the  plethora  of  giving 
opportunities  to  deserving  or¬ 
ganizations,  a  well-reasoned  ap¬ 
proach  to  Christian  giving  should 
be  both  biblical  in  disposition  and 
responsible  in  implementation,’’ 
Townes  told  Baptist  Press.  “Some 
principles  to  encourage  respon¬ 
sible  giving  are  to  ensure  that  any 
pcrtential  recipients  of  your  gen¬ 
erosity  align  with  your  personal 
beliefs,  provide  strong  fiscal  ac¬ 
countability,  and  are  efficiently 
and  effectively  carrying  out  their 
stated  mission.’’ 

Charitable  giving  to  churches 
and  nonprofit  organizations  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  Evangelical 
Council  for  Financial  Accountabil¬ 


ity  (ECFA)  has  increased  annuallv 
since  2011,  the  council  reported, 
and  is  poised  to  continue  rebound¬ 
ing  from  the  2008  recession. 

Townes  predicts  what  he  terms 
the  “perfect  giving  storm,"  a  sea¬ 
son  of  increased  giving  accompa¬ 
nied  by  numerous  chanties  com¬ 
peting  for  newly  available  dollars. 

December  2014  could  result 
in  rebounding  charitable  giving, 
Townes  said,  "due  to  the  abate¬ 
ment  of  individual  economic 
dysphoria,  new  highs  in  the  stock 
market,  year-end  tax  incentives, 
increased  discretionary  income 


as  a  result  of  reduced  fuel  prices, 
lower  unemployment  figures,  and 
most  importantly  the  spirit  of  the 
Christmas  season." 

As  a  result,  "intentional,  oc¬ 
casional,  and  even  random  giv¬ 
ers  may  give  above  and  beyond 
what  they  nave  given  in  the  past," 
Townes  said. 

Jason  Allen,  president  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptists’  Midwestern  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  offered 
advice  from  the  viewpoint  of  both 
the  recipient  and  the  giver,  writ¬ 
ing  in  a  blog  that  Christians  should 
give  first  to  their  local  church. 


"Though  I  lead  a  theoljgical 
institution  dependent  ujrjn  the 
generous  donations  of  God's  peo¬ 
ple,"  he  wrote  atjasonkaBcn.com, 
-my  wife  and  I  prioritize  our  local 
church  and  encourage  others  to 
do  the  same." 

“In  the  New  Testament,  we  see 
by  prescription  and  by  pattern 
Goers  people  giving  to  theu*  local 
church."  ABen  wrote.  "The  Apos¬ 
tle  Paul  repeatedly  instructed  and 
celebrated  this  pattern." 

Be  fully  informed  about  avail¬ 
able  giving  options  and  the  prov¬ 
en  stewardship  of  recipients,  Al¬ 
len  advised. 

“Be  on  the  lookout  both  for 
what  [charities]  don’t  state  pub¬ 
licly  as  wefl  as  what  they  do.  As  a 
donor,  no  question  should  be  off- 
limits.  There  are  too  many  great 
Christian  ministries  with  pressing 
needs,  to  settle  for  making  ill-in¬ 
formed  contributions." 

Be  wary  of  groups  that  con¬ 
tinually  engage  in  crisis  fund- 
raising,  Allen  warned.  “Every 
Christian  entity  faces  seasons  of 
unusual  need  or  unanticipated 
challenges.  But  if  any  entity  pe¬ 
rennially  engages  in  crisis  fund¬ 
raising;  odds  are  they  do  not 
have  a  donor  problem;  they  have 


a  business-model,  problem.  Be 
leery  about  throwing  good  mon¬ 
ey  alter  bad." 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service 
(IRS),  on  its  website  trs.gov,  coun¬ 
sels  to  be  alert  to  IRS  regulations 
regarding  tax  deductions  and  plan 
gins  for  me  greatest  tax  savings. 

Gifts  to  all  churches  are  tax- 
deductible,  but  contributors  must 
itemize  their  taxes  to  deduct  con¬ 
tributions.  The  IRS  lists  on  its 
website  all  additional  charities 
and  agencies  eligible  to  receive 
tax-deductible  gifts. 

Follow  your  heart  when  mak¬ 
ing  donations,  Townes  advises, 
pointing  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for  Interna¬ 
tional  Missions  as  a  favorite. 

“For  many  Southern  Baptists, 
their  affinity  and  giving  through 
their  local  church  allows  them 
to  fulfill  both  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion  and  the  Great  Command¬ 
ment,  allowing  their  passion  to  be 
aligned  with  their  giving  to  an  ac- 
countable  organization  which  has 

Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  is 
one  such  example  of  an  incredibly 
effective  way  to  reach  the  world 
with  the  Gospel." 


OFFERING 
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of  his  support,  I  scheduled 
a  meeting  with  three  ladies 
who  provide  leadership  in  our 
WMU.  We  reviewed  both  our 
goals  and  saving  for  the  past 
ten  years,  upon  examining 
our  records,  we  were  remind¬ 
ed  that  we  failed  to  reach  our 
goal  of  $37,000  the  previ¬ 
ous  year.  The  same  goal  had 
been  set  for  2013.  with  the 
permission  of  these  ladies,  I 
increased  our  2013  goal  from 
$37,000  to  $50,000.  We  con¬ 
cluded  our  meeting  by  making 
plans  to  promote  tnis  special 
mission  offering. 

One  of  our  ladies  took  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  placing  post¬ 
ers  highlighting  our  goal  at 
strategic  locations  in  our  fa¬ 
cilities.  Another  WMU  leader 
enlisted  a  guest  speaker  who 
works  in  one  of  our  depart¬ 
ments  in  the  Baptist  Build¬ 
ing.  This  young  lady,  whose 
parents  are  international 
missionaries,  reminded  our 
members  of  the  importance  of 
this  offering.  Chinese  take-out 
boxes  were  purchased  and 
presented  to  our  children's 
mission  groups  to  be  used  as 
their  personal  collection  boxes 
for  the  money  they  planned  to 

fM»ve.  I  prepared  ana  delivered 
special  sermon  about  global 
missions  that  featured  the 
story  of  Lottie  Moon. 

My  “Lottie"  sermon  con¬ 
tained  an  illustration  about  a 
phone  call  I  received  the  pre¬ 
vious  Thursday  from  a  mother 
of  a  seven -year-old  boy.  She 
related  how  her  son  c.me 


home  from  RAs  on  Wednes¬ 
day  evening  with  his  Chinese 
take-out  boxrrushed  to  his 
room,  and  grabbed  his  piggy 

bank.  When  she  inquired  as 
to  what  he  was  doing,  her  son 
declared  that  he  was  going 
to  fill  his  box  for  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering. 

The  two  of  them  sat  down  and 
counted  the  contents  of  the 
piggy  bank.  The  total  was  $67. 
When  the  mom  asked  how 
much  her  son  planned  to  give, 
he  replied,  “All  of  it!"  "Are  you 
sure  you  want  to  give  every¬ 
thing  you  have?"  Mom  gently 
asked.  Her  son’s  simple  reply 
was,  "Mom,  it’s  for  Jesus! 

This  young  man’s  legacy 
of  "giving  to  Jesus"  produced 
dividends  as  amazing  as  the 
little  lad  who  shared  nis  sack 
lunch  with  Jesus.  His  anony¬ 
mous  testimony  prompted 
two  brothers  to  go  home, 
clean  out  their  piggy  banks 
and  give  half  of  authe  money 
they  possessed  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  Offering.  A  50-year-old 
man  came  to  tne  ernreh  office 
that  same  day.  The  purpose 
of  his  visit  was  to  leave  nis 
contribution  since  he  would 
be  out  of  town  on  the  day  the 
offering  was  scheduled  to  be 
received.  As  he  presented  his 
check  he  said,  "Preacher.  I 
have  been  a  member  of  this 
church  for  over  30  years  and 
this  is  the  first  time  I  have 
ever  given  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering."  Over  the 
next  few  days,  I  was  contacted 
by  a  widow  in  our  church  as 
well  as  a  prominent  business¬ 
man.  Both  confided  that  if 
we  did  not  meet  our  goal  to 
please  contact  them.  Each 


was  willing  to  give  additional 
money  to  insure  the  goal 
would  be  met. 

On  Sunday  morning, 
December  15,  people  were 
invited  to  come  forward  and 
place  their  gifts  in  “Lottie’s 
Trunk"  (an  old  trunk  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  one  Lottie  Moon 
may  have  used  to  transport 
her  clothing  to  China).  The 
line  was  lea  by  preschool¬ 
ers  from  our  Wee  Worship 
who  brought  their  Chinese 
take-out  boxes  filled  with 
money.  They  were  followed 
by  older  children  and  then 
our  youth  who  sit  together 
at  the  front  o?  our  sanctuary. 
Young,  middle,  and  senior 
adults  came.  “Lottie’s  Trunk" 
became  more  and  more  filled 
as  people  continued  to  place 
their  gifti,  inside  it. 

After  the  worship  hour 
concluded,  the  contends  of 
Lottie’s  Trunk  were  transport¬ 
ed  to  a  local  bank.  Since  there 
were  piles  of  coins  as  well  as 
checks  and  cash,  it  took  our 
designated  counters,  with  as¬ 
sistance  from  all  the  available 
bank  tellers,  several  hours  on 
Monday  to  count  the  money  / 
The  amount  of  the  offering 
was  kept  confidential.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  Sunday  our  church  was 
filled  with  people  who  were 
eager  to  hear  it  we  reached 
our  goal.  The  grand  total  l 
had  the  privilege  to  announce 
and  to  display  on  our  video 
screens  was  $225,365*40. 

That  was  not  bad  tor  a 
dhurch  that  had  entered  the 
Week  of  Prayer  for  Inter¬ 
national  Missions  with  an 
original  goal  of  $37,000.  To 
Goa  be  the  glory!  •» 
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ivith  more  than  $166,000  in 
'non- money  contributions." 

Ilinance  was  based  on 
egislation  from  HRC, 
lg  to  the  newspaper. 
Arkansas  state  director 
said  her  organization 
certain  that  "the  prog- 
fairness  will  continue 
this  result."  HRC  will 
"keep  up  the  fiahf  for  “true 
equality,"  Kendra  Johnson 
said  in  a  written  statement. 

HRC  has  also  opened  an  of¬ 
fice  in  Mississippi,  where  they 
have  set  aside  $310,000  for  a 
Baptist-specific  project  named, 
‘All  God  s  Children.”  The  goal 
of  die  project,  which  the  HRC 
national  website  describes  as  a 
‘public  education  campaign," 
is  to  ‘strengthen  the  founds- 


YOUTH 
CHA 


tion  of  public  support  for  LGBT 
Mississippians. 

Local  and  national  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  leaders  opposed 
the  Arkansas  ordinance 
largely  because  of  concerns 
it  would  infringe  upon  the 
freedoms  of  religion  and 
conscience  for  individuals, 
churches,  and  businesses. 

The  ordinance's  repeal 
“represents  a  victory  for  re¬ 
ligious  freedom,"  said  Rus¬ 
sell  Moore,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 
Religious  liberty  Commis¬ 
sion  in  Nashville. 

Ron  Lomax,  director  of  mis- 
,  sions  for  Washington  Madison 
Associaticr  in  Fayetteville, 
said,  *We  are  very  happy  with 
the  outcome  of  the  vote  to  re¬ 
peal.  It  was  a  bad  law  and  one 
which  was  passed  by  our  city 
council  despite  what  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  city  wanted." 
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missions.  IMB  exists  to  help  pas¬ 
tors  fan  a  flame  for  God's  global 
glory  in  every  local  church. 

Throughout  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  we  see  churches  sending 
missionaries,  and  we  want  to 
come  alongside  churches  in 
order  that  they  might  do  the 
same.  Then,  as  ch»  Tches  send 
missionaries,  the  IMB  exists  to 
help  the  local  church  shepherd 
these  brothers  and  sisters  who 
are  serving  on  the  global  mission 
field.  We  want  to  help  churches 
care  for  their  missionaries  spiri¬ 
tually,  emotionally,  relational}), 
and  physically. 

Tne  force  of  over  40,000 
churches  working  together 
specifically  to  take  the  Gospel  to 
unreached  peoples  is  a  power¬ 
ful  picture,  to  say  the  least!  As 
churches  send  and  shepherd 
missionaries  to, make  cnsdjples 
and  multiply  churches  around  the 
world,  we  Degin  to  realize  God’s 
plan  for  making  His  gfoiy  known 
among  the  nations. 

#• 

Completing  Great 
Commission 

All  of  the  above  means  that 
the  goal  of  the  IMB  is  dear:  We 
want  to  be  a  part  of  the  accom¬ 


plishment  of  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion.  With  tens  of  thousands  of 
churches,  we  can  play  a  sig¬ 
nificant  part  of  reaching  every 
single  unreached  people  group 
with  the  Go6peL 

1  long  to  see  this  reality.  Ilive 
to  see  this  reality.  I  would  love  to 
be  part  of  the  generation  that  ul¬ 
timately  sees  all  nations  reached 
with  the  Gospet  Yet  if  I  don’t  see 
that  day  in  my  lifetime,  I  want  to 
die  trying. 

As  breathtaking  as  Southern 
Baptists’ mission  work  has  been 
through  the  years,  Fm  convinced 
that  God  has  so  much  more  for 
us.  This  is  a  critical  time  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and 
for  IMB,  butlet’s  be  dear.  We  are 
not  fighting  for  the  survival  of 
our  convention  or  our  missions 
agencies.  No,  we’re  fighting  for 
the  day  when  IMB  is  needed  no 
more  because  disri^!«s  have  been 
made  and  churches  have  been 
multiplied  in  every  nation. 

Praying,  giving 

During  this  season  of  concen¬ 
trated  giving  for  international 
missions,  a  force  of  nearly  16 
million  Baptists  has  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  petition  God  with  requests 
related  to  specific  missionaries 
around  the  world,  and  to  give  to 
increase  that  force  bf  missionar¬ 
ies  serving  in  the  world.  When 


you  pray  for  specific  missionar¬ 
ies,  you  are  pteadirv  o  God  for 
the  people  wtfhout  <  mist  whom 
they  will  encounter 

Further,  when  you  give 
through  the  Lottie  Moon  Christ¬ 
mas  Offering  for  International 
Missions,  you  are  fueling  and 
sustaining  a  missions  movement 
with  eternal  ramifications.  This  is 
a  mission  worth  praying  for,  and 
this  is  a  mission  worth  giving  to. 

Let’s  join  together  to  exalt 
Christ  as  we  work  together  to 


complete  His  Great  Commission. 
Let’s  ask  the  people  around  us, 
"Will  you  join  me  in  this  effort 
to  readi  tne  unreached  with  the 
Gospel  in  order  that  they  might 
hear  the  Gospel,  believe  it  and 
give  God  the  dory  due  Him?" 

Let's  ask  ourselves.  "With  the 
individual  gifts  God  has  green  me, 
how  can  1  mobilize  more  people 
to  be  more  engaged  in  praying. 
eivtng,and  going  for  the  sake  of 
gfobaf  mission? 

May  God  use  your  church, 
your  tne,  and  our  partnership 

together  in  the  Game)  to  reach 
the  nations  in  the  days  ahead  for 
the  gfory  of  His  great  name! 

Piatt  became  IMB  president 
on  August  27 His  commentary 
appears  courtesy  of  Baptist 
Press .  For  information  about 
getting  involved  in  global  mis¬ 
sion,  visit  imb.org/now. 
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THE  HISTORIC  HEW  PROSPECT 
CHURCH  OF  OXFORD  IS  PRAYING  FOR 

OUR  NSW  SIVO*  WORSHIP  MNiSTEft! 

We  arc  in  exciting  growth.  muttHtaRed. 
hungry  to  worsts  WM  need  multigen- 
erationH  experience,  church-wide  ministry 
capable;  We  have  great  established 
instrumentation  with  more  to  be  developed 
Full  audio-video  package  7  miles  from 
Ole  Mtoa.  ^ome  on!*  Resumes  -  bu*ter@ 
reagan.com. 

POCAHONTAS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  HAS 
AN  OPEN  POSITION  FOR  A  PART-TIME 
BOOKKEEPER  WITH  EXPERIENCE  W 
CHURCH-RELATED  BOOKKEEPING 
SOFTWARE.  AnyonawNhsuchexoahenca 
who  4  totorestod  m  Me  poeibon  may  can 
David  Dockery  at  601-968-0582,  or  emai 
toe  church  at  pocahoraaibcQheNe^rth  net 


BOOK  GIFT  tOCA  FOR  YOUR  SPORTS 
ENTHUSIAST  -  LEVEL  FELDS  Of* 
PLAY  BOBBY  SHOWS  LIFE  AMO  WN- 
ISTRY  THROUGH  SPORTS.  AvadaWa  on 
Amazon.com,  Mizzou  Book  Store,  or  go  to 
WHtokhotptary  com  tor  more  inlormMton 
W  VW.SEBRENHOMEIMPROVENENL 
CON.  Christian  owned  Don  &  Rite  Sebren 
601-982-2082  AN  home  improvements 
siding,  energy  efficient  windows,  metei  & 
shingle  rooto.ecreen  6  wmroome.  patio 
covers,  decks,  room  eddNone.  kitchen  4 


mo*  VALLEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Of 
BEEBE  IS  SEEKING  A  FUU-TWE  MINIS¬ 
TER  OF  MUSIC  TO  LEAD  OUR  BLENDED 
WORSHIP  SERVICES  Locatod  in  centre! 
Arkansas  Union  Vaffey  has  an  average 
worship  attendance  of  NO  This  mdrvtouai 
wNI  be  responetole  lor  directing  adult  end 
youth  choirs,  as  wei  ae  (he  prqtee  bend 
Send  resume  to  EmspaffciQcenturyte!  net 
STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC..  serving 
MS  4AL  since  1982  CeM  600405-2970 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  FREE 
ESTIMATES.  Dam  Upholstery  Oudmen 
Mae.,  phone  881-7784617 


EAST  END  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 
PRAYERFULLY  SEEKING  A  FULL  TIME 
PASTOR,  ff  toteresled.  please  emad 

resume  to  East  End  Baptist.  Attn  Pastor 
Search  Committee.  380  Hwy  50  W.  Co¬ 
lumbus.  MS  39705  or  email  easteodpscg 


GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  Health 
Insurance  and  Medicare  Supplements.  CaN 
1-800-541-8196  or  via*  www  Turoertosur- 
anctOnline.com  _ _ 

WINDOW  ANO  SCREEN  SHOP  -  wirv 


_ _ _ I  to  fit  your 

opening  Plus  new  window  screens  and 
nMcreen  old  screens.  Cal  Tom  Cook  601- 

7084879. _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY. 
INC.,  OLD  BIBLES  REBOUtt.  Also, 
church  buNetos  and  hymnals  For  more 
information  cal  8S2  453-7424  or  tax  u*  M 
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BILLBOARDS 

cont.  from  p.  1 

American  Atheists  President  Da¬ 
vid  Silverman  said  according  to 
the  release.  “Enjoy  the  time  with 
your  family'  and  friends  instead. 
Today  s  adults  have  no  obligation 


parents  believed  It’s  OK  to  ad¬ 
mit  that  your  parents  were  wrong 
about  God,  and  it’s  definitely  OK 
to  tell  your  children  the  truth-* 
Memphis  resident  Eric  Hart 

raised  enough  money  to  purchase 

a  competing  digital  billboard  in 
his  city  that  reads,  “Dear  Santa, 
All  I  want  for  Christinas  is  to 
keep  it  sacred  without  being  bul¬ 
lied  Peace,  dignity,  and  respect 
for  aH*  Deseret  News  reported 
The  American  Atheists  responded 
with  new  billboards  in  Memphis 
and  Nashville  Dec.  5  reading, 
‘Dear  Christians,  I  share  my  toys. 
Why  won’t  you  share  the  season? 

Happy  holidays  for  afl!"  _ 

Coppenger  said  the  freedom 
to  erect  such  billboards  is  part  of 

the  glory  of  America."  He  invited 

observers  to  judge  for  themselves 
whether  the  atheist  or  Christian 


message  is  more  compelling, 

Those  of  us  in  apologetics  find 

some  challenges  more  daunting 
than,  others,  Coppenger  said, 
-but  when  these  billboards  go  up, 
they  just  seem  so  lame  and  I  take 
some  encouragement  from  that. 
Put  your  wares  up  there,  and  then 
let  society  judge 

The  past  two  years,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Atheists  have  purchased  simi¬ 
lar  billboards  in  New  York  City’s 
Times  Square.  Other  billboards 
sponsored  by  the  group  date  back 
to  at  least  2010,  the  Washington 
Post  reported. 


Silverman  said  atheist  persecu¬ 
tion  by  Christians  is  one  reason 
his  group  must  stand  against  reli¬ 
gious  holiday  traditions. 

"Millions  of  American  children 
are  forced  to  go  to  church  under 
the  threat  of  being  denied  meals, 
household  privileges,  hav- 
college  tuition  cut  off,  or 


Silverman  said.  “Many  atheist 
adults  are  forced  to  go  to  church 
under  threat  of  divorce  or  lose 
custody  of  their  children.  We  must 
ask  the  question,  who  are  the  real 
bullies?  Those  who  are  unafraid 
to  stand  up  for  our  views  on  bill¬ 
boards,  or  those  who  destroy  fam¬ 
ilies  from  the  inside  out?" 

Coppenger  hopes  atheist  bul- 
boards  have  a  “bracing  effect  for 
Christians"  and  help  dispel  the 
myth  that  everyone  in  the  Bible 
Beh  is  a  follower  of  Jesus. 

ljvii^xTtST^uth  you’re  saved," 
Coppenger  said,  but  atheist  bill¬ 
boards  draw  sharper  Unes.  They 
show  there  is  a  contrast  between 
Christianity  and  secularism  and 
these  people  are  serious.  So  you’re 
cast  upon  the  task  of  asking.  Am 
1  serious?'  There  really  is  a  dif¬ 
ference,  and  so  I  need  to  know 
whether  I’m  on  the  right  side  of 
the  line." 

Rob  Phillips,  leader  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Baptist  Convention's  apolo¬ 
getics  ministry,  said  the  billboard 
campaign  is  a  “great  opportunity” 
to  snow  that  “atheism  is  a  belief 
system,  not  a  proven  feet."  He 
critiqued  an  American  Atheists 
spokeswoman  s  statement  that 
what  "religious  people”  believe  “is 
not  true."  „ 

‘How  does  she  know  that  / 
Phillips,  who  also  serves  as  the 
Missouri  convention’s  commu¬ 


nications  team  leader,  told  BP 
in  email  comments.  “What  evi¬ 
dence  can  she  produce  to  prove 
that  God  does  not  exist?  Has 


that  God  does  not  exist ?  Has 
she  thoroughly  and  objectively 
examined  all  the  evidence  that 
supports  the  possibility  of  a  di¬ 
vine  designer  -  from  cosmologi¬ 
cal  arguments  to  the  existence  of 


“The  simple  truth  is  that  when 
atheists  proclaim  as  feet  that  there 
is  no  God,  thev  are  blind  to  their 
own  beliefs.  As  Christian  apolo¬ 
gists  Norman  Geisler  and  Frank 
Turek  are  famous  for  saying:  ‘I 
don’t  have  enough  faith  to  be  an 
atheist,*"  Phillips  said. 

Ken  Ham,  founder  of  An¬ 
swers  in  Genesis,  called  it  ironic 
that  “these  billboards  are  pres¬ 
suring  kids  to  skip  church  be¬ 
cause  they’re  ‘too  old  for  fairy 
taJes,’  but  they  seem  to  have  no 
problem  with  kids  writing  let¬ 
ters  to  Santa  Claus,  an  obviously 
mythical  character." 

‘Ultimately  why  do  atheists 
care  what  our  children,  or  their 
parents,  bebeve?"  Ham  wrote  in  a 
blog  post.  “After  all,  if  there  really 
is  no  God  and  death  is  the  abso¬ 
lute  end,  why  does  it  even  matter 
what  anyone  believed  during  their 

time  on  Earth?  Accoixling  to  athe¬ 
ism,  once  you  die,  that’s  it  —  it’s 
over.  What  a  hopeless,  purpose¬ 
less  message! 

TThel  message  of  Christ  of¬ 
fers  real  hope  and  purpose,"  Ham 
wrote.  “Jesus  Christ  came  to 
Earth,  lived  a  perfect  fife,  and  died 
on  the  Cross  to  take  the  penalty  of 
death  that  we  deserve  because  of 
our  sin  upon  Himself.  Three  days 
later  He  rose  again  and  now  offers 
eternal  life!  Tne  message  of  the 
Bible  is  a  message  of  hope,  and  it 
is  truth." 


The  Baptist  Record  December  18, 2014 
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God  Ordains  Restoration  •  Ezra  3:1-7,  10-1 1;  6:19-22 


Context 


In  539  BC,  when  conquering  Bab¬ 
ylon,  Persia  gained  lands  as  well  as 
peonies,  including  Jews  whom  Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar  had  taken  captive  (2:1- 


part,  he  issued  an  edict  that  ended  the 
Jewish  exile  (1:1-4;  6:1-5),  fulfilling 
what  Jeremiah  had  prophesied  (Jer. 
25:1-14).  That  edict,  an  excerpt  from 
the  Cyrus  Cylinder,  can  be  seen  today 
at  the  British  Museum. 

The  Book  of  Ezra  mentions  four 
kings  of  Persia  whose  reigns  spanned 
135  years:  Cyrus  (559*530  BC),  Darius 
(522-486  BC),  Ahasuerus  (486-465 
BC),  and  Artaxerxes  (465-424  BC). 
Ezra  lived  when  Artaxerxes  ruled.  Con¬ 
sequently,  the  Jewish  “priest  (and) 
scnbe"  (7:11;  21)  does  not  appear  in  the 
Book  of  Ezra  until  chapter  seven. 

bonnectiofi 

Before  Israel  entered  the  land  of 
Canaan,  Moses  admonished  them,  “If 
your  heart  turns  away  and  you  will  not 
obey,  but  are  drawn  away  and  worship 
other  gods  and  serve  them,  I  declare 
to  you  today  that  you  shall  surely  per¬ 
ish.  You  shall  not  prolong  your  days 
in  the  land  where  you  are  crossing 
the  Jordan  to  enter  and  possess  it 
(Dt.  30:17-18,  NASB).  The  Israelites 
did  not  heed  his  warning,  a  recur¬ 
ring  tragedy  that  God  anticipated  (Dt. 

31:14-21). 


Before  Israel  entered  the  land  of  Ca¬ 
naan,  Moses  also  assured  them,  “You 
shall  be  left  few  in  number  among  the 
nations,  wh^re  the  Lord  shall  drive 
you.  But  from  there  you  will  seek  the 
Lord  your  God,  and  you  will  find  Him 
if  you  search  for  Him  with  all  your 
heart  and  all  your  soul.  For  the  Lord 
your  God  is  a  compassionate  God. 

He  will  not  fail  you"  (Dt.  4:27,  29,  31, 

NASB).  God,  anticipating  their  rebel¬ 
liousness,  prepared  Israel’s  restora¬ 
tion  in  advance  (Dt.  30:1-10). 

The 

Book  JMM 

cords 

toration,  gftfiH  Explore  the  Bible 

WWi  -"■'-'W 

what  Ezra,  |k 

his  W 

prayer, 
rightly 

called  “grace”  or  “favor"  (9:8,  RSV 
and  ESV).  God  “stirred"  a  pagan  ruler 
to  set  the  Jewish  captives  free  (1:1).  As 
amazing  is  the  fact  that  their  freedom 
cost  them  nothing  because  they  didn’t 
do  anything  to  get  it:  begging  or  brib¬ 
ing,  protesting  or  revolting. 

Chapter  two  lists  the  Jewish  re¬ 
turnees  (See  Neh.  7),  but  it  isn’t  the 
last  chapter  because  grace  is  never  the 
end  of  a  story.  It’s  only  the  beginning 
of  much  more  to  come.  Back  in  their 
homeland,  God’s  people  resumed  full 


worship  (3:1-6;  6:19-22)  knd  rebuilt 
the  temple  (3:7-13;  5:1-5;  6:14-18). 

Content 

1.  A  second  chance  is  never  better 
than  obedience  the  first  time. 

In  the  veiy  prayer  that  Ezra  ex¬ 
pressed  gratitude  for  grace,  he  ac¬ 
knowledged,  “Since  the  days  of  our  fa¬ 
thers  to  tnis  day  we  have  been  in  great 
guilt,  and  on  account  of  our  iniquities 
we,  our  kings  and  our  priest  i  have  been 
given  into  the  hand  of  the  kings  of  the 
N  lands,  to 

■HK.  .mmmmmjm  the  sword, 

*  -’Si.  to  captiv¬ 

ity,  and 

■lore  the  Bihle  ?„  "55 

w„h  /van  fVt.  Ik  “i,ST. 

I  For  we 

are  slaves; 
yet  in  our 
bondage, 

our  God  has  not  forsaken  us,  but  nas 
extended  loving-kindness  to  us  in  the 
sight  of  the  kings  of  Persia,  to  give  us 
reviving  to  raise  up  the  house  of  our 
God,  to  restore  its  ruins,  and  to  give 
us  a  wall  in  Judah  and  Jerusalem" 
(9:7,  9,  NASB).  Sin,  though  forgiven, 
still  has  consequences.  God’s  people 
had  become  a  “remnant"  (9:8, 13-15), 
considerably  less  than  "sand  on  the 
seashore"  (Gen.  22:17;  1  Kg.  4:20)  or 
"stars  in  the  heavens"  (Gen.  22: 1 T,  Ex* 

32:13)- 


After  the  foundation  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  temple  had  been  laid,  the  priests 
and  Levites  led  a  spirited  celebration. 
Bitter  tears,  however,  tainted  the  re¬ 
joicing  (3:7-13;  See  also  Neh.  8:1-12) 
because  the  elderly  could  recall  {he 
"good  old  days."  Sin  can  be  forgiven, 
but  regrets  cannot  be  forgotten. 

2.  Obedience  is  difficult  every  time. 

American  novelist  Thomas  Wolfe 
wrote  You  Can’t  Go  Home  Again. 
When  God’s  people  did  return,  they 
didn’t  recognize  home.  They  weren’t 
politically  independent  and  the  peo¬ 
ples  of  the  land  outnumbered  them 
(3*-i-3)>  As  a  result,  rebuilding  the 
temple  would  be  an  epic  struggle. 
The  peoples  of  the  land  manipulated 
Darius  to  delay  construction  (4:1-5; 
4:24-5:17).  God  countered  with  two 
prophets,  Zechariah  and  Haggai,  to 
jumpstart  the  work  (5:1-2;  6:14-15). 

Conclusion 

God,  through  the  prophet  Joe), 
promised,  T  will  restore  to  you  the 
years  that  the  swarming  locust  has 
eaten"  (2:25,  ESV).  Nevertheless,  the 
scars  that  precede  every  restoration 
are  reasons  enough  to  obey  God  the 
first  time  every  timfc. 

Parke  is  professor ,  Department 
of  Christian  Studies  and  Philosophy, 
Mississippi  College ,  and  a  member  of 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 


The  Shelter  of  God’s  Encouragement  •  Psalm  42:1-3,  6-8;  43:3-5 


Pssst  ...  I  have  something  special 
for  you.  It  is  a  gift.  Ill  give  you  a  hint 
regarding  what  is  inside:  it  is  some¬ 
thing  you  have  always  wanted  and 
need  every  day.  Carefully  you  remove 
the  ribbon,  then  the  paper.  Slowly  you 
lift  the  lid  from  the  box.  Inside  there 
is  a  piece  of  aged  parchment  with  the 
word  “paraclete”  written  in  big  bold 
letters.  The  word  means,  encourager, 
one  who  comes  along  beside  us  to 
strengthen  and  help.  The  gift  of  en¬ 
couragement! 

David,  the  Psalmist,  knew  what  it 
was  like  to  be  in  turmoil  and  depres¬ 
sion.  Where  did  he  go  when  he  needed 
someone  to  help  him  in  the  midst  of 
his  trouble?  \  .  .  David  encouraged 
himself  in  the  LORD  his  God"  (1  Sam. 
30:6).  The  Apostle  Paul  also  sought 
the  God  of  all  comfort  (2  Cor.  1:3-7). 
Our  lesson  today  reminds  us  that  no 
matter  what  we  are  facing  God  is  our 
encourager. 

Many  scholars  believe  Psalm  42 
and  43  went  together  originally.  This 
is  also  a  Miskil  and  it  is  a  Psalm  to  be 
sung  by  the  sons  of  Korah  (2  Chron 
20:19).  Notice  the  phrase  found  in 
42:5,  11  and  43*5:  ‘Hope  in  God;  for 
I  shall  again  praise  him,  my  salvation 
and  my  God."  But  when  it  is  being 
read,  a  different  tone  with  each  re¬ 
frain  is  to  be  applied.  There  is  a  tone 
of  dejection  and  then  it  progresses 


nething  special  into  a  position  of  confidence.  If  this 
give  you  a  hint  were  being  sung,  imagine  the  choir  di- 
ide:  it  is  some-  rector  leading  choir  to  start  softly  and 
ys  wanted  and  build  up  to  aioud  crescendo, 
illy  you  remove  This  psalm  deals  with  a  season  of 
1  per.  Slowly  you  darkness  or  depression.  Martin  Lloyd 
L  Inside  there  -Jones  wrote  a  book  titled  Spiritual 
hment  with  the  Depression,  based  upon  this  senp- 
ten  in  big  bold  ture.  Note  how  many  times  the  phrase 
ns,  encourager,  “Why  are  you  cast  down,  O  my  soiil, 
o  beside  us  to  and  why  are  you  in  turmoil  within 
The  gift  of  en-  me?"  When  our  soul  is  cast  down  it  is 
difficult  to  look  up  with  hope.  This  is 
t,  knew  what  it  the  reason  why  we  have  to  take  every 
oil  and  depres-  thought 
when  he  needed  captive 
in  the  midst  of  ana  dwell 
vid  encouraged  on  the 

Sft£<iSi  S‘. 1  Bible  Studies  fi 

cing  God  is  our  there  are 

six  ways  j 

ieve  Psalm  42  the  Psalm- 
originally.  This  ist  re- 
is  a  Psalm  to  be  sponda  to 

Korah  (2  Chron  the  season  of  darkness:  He  asks  God 
hrase  found  in  why  (vs  9).  He  affirms  Gods  sover- 
ope  in  God;  for  eign  love  (vs.  8),  He  sings  (vs  8),  He 
m  rriy  (fljvstion  preaches  to  his  own  soul  (vs  5),  H®  tre* 
hen  it  is  being  members  past  experiences  (vs  4)  and 
»  with  each  re-  He  thirsts  for God(vs  1-2)  (Desmng- 
There  is  a  tone  God.org). 

n  nmorpsKps  "As  the  deer  pants. ..so  my  soul 


of  confidence.  If  this  pants’  and  “my  soul  thirsts  for  God 
,  imagine  the  choir  di-  The  Psalmist  is  experiencing  divine 
loir  to  start  softly  and  drought.  What  is  divine  drought?  Is 
id  crescendo.  it  a  long  period  without  a  word  from 

eals  with  a  season  of  God  because  of  unconfessed  sin  or  is 
ression.  Martin  Lloyd  it  an  absence  of  a  daily  quiet  time  and 
book  titled  Spiritual  Bible  study?  A  divine  drought  may  oc- 
jed  upon  this  scrip-  cur  because  God  has  allowed  circum- 
nany  times  the  phrase  stances  into  our  lives  which  make  no 
ast  down,  O  my  soiil,  sense,  leaving  us  feeling  abandoned. 
du  in  turmoil  within  However  an  insatiable  thirst  for  God 
soul  is  cast  down  it  is  may  occur  because  He  is  drawing  us  to 
up  with  hope.  This  is  depend  upon  Him  during  this  season 
we  have  to  take  every  of  darkness. 

In  the 
first  three 
verses  the 
IHHHBHH  psalmist 
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but  in 
1  verses 
6  -8  fhe 
I  psalmist 
is  drown¬ 
ing.  .  Ev¬ 
erything  is  coming  in  on  top  of  him. 
He  has  gone  from  my  soul  thirsts  to 
my  soul  is  in  despair,  "all  Your  break- 

«rs  and  Your  waves  have  rolled  over 
ie.“  Depression  has  set  in  and  it  can 
become  a  drowning  experience.  As  the 
waves  are  rolling  over  him  he  comes 
ud  for  air  and  breathes  this  prayer: 
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deer  pants. ..so  my  soul  up  for  air  and  breathes  this  prayer. 


“the  Lord  will  command  His  loving- 
kindness  in  the  daytime;  and  His  son 
will  be  with  me  in  the  night."  Remem¬ 
ber  God  is  always  at  work  in  our  lives 
for  His  purposes  and  glory.  He  prom¬ 
ises  never  to  forsake  us  (Heb.  13:5)- 

“O  send  out  your  light  and  your 
truth  let  them  lead  me  .  to  Your 
dwelling  places"  (43:6).  Light  always 
dispels  the  darkness  and  His  Truth 
sets  us  free.  We  are  to  trust  God’s 
guidance  because  we  know  He  is  the 
source  of  our  hope  The  Apostle  Paul 
reminds  us  We  are  to  give  thanks  in 
all  things  (1  Thess.  5:1b)  and  as  we  do 
our  confidence  builds  and  the  ability 
to  joyfully  praise  God  will  increase. 
Notice  how  the  psalmist  was  moved 
from  a  reference  to  “the  living  God" 
(42:2)  to  “the  God  of  my  life"  (42:8)  to 
finally,  “God,  my  greatest  joy"  (43-4)* 
As  the  psalmist  s  view  of  Goa  (and  his 
relationship  with  Him)  changes,  his 
outlook  on  life  and  his  circumstances 
also  changes  (Lifeway  SS  Resources). 

Our  greatest  encouragement,  Jesus 
Christ  is  sitting  at  the  right  hand  of 
God  making  intercession  for  us  (Heb. 

7:25). 

Daily  Dwell  on  the  Word:  Zepha- 
niah  3:17 

leathers  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Madison. 
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